A Useful Website for Astronomy in High School

If teachers want to incorporate astronomy into their lessons, it is important for them to also have good resources. One of the ones I’d recommend is the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS). I’ve spent some time on SkyServer (http://skyserver.sdss.org/), a database for the observations they’ve performed, and although it doesn’t seem as though there are enough measurements per star for detailed variable star study, other options do exist. Here is a brief list of the features the site offers.

Explore Tool (http://skyserver.sdss.org/dr1/en/tools/explore/)

Contains data about different objects, including magnitude, red shift (in some cases), and spectra.

Navigation Tool (http://skyserver.sdss.org/dr1/en/tools/chart/navi.asp)

Allow you to move around the sky imaged by the SDSS and find pictures and basic data (magnitude, location, type of object).

Teacher Guides (http://skyserver.sdss.org/dr1/en/proj/teachers/)

Contains links and descriptions of free basic and advanced projects teachers may do with students.

Getting Started (http://skyserver.sdss.org/dr1/en/tools/started/)

An introduction to the SkyServer website.

