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Tlre Inteurattonl AstrononLcal Unlon

Ae $hits tlme when most of the teachtng staff and some of
the students are attendtng the 14th General Assenbly of the
LA.fl. $.U ls approprtate to say a few words about that orga-
nf satJ"on "

f5e I " A. U " w&s fouraded f.n 1919 , along wlth other galentlflc
un**ns u &ft frhe Constltutlve Assenbl.y of the fnternatlonal.
Res*arch eouncll" at Brussels" It replaced and absorbed the
Xrrtsrnnts.mnal Unlon for 0ooperatlon ln $olar Research whlch
haal exts*ed sLnce 190 [. Its purpo$es were ftto facl].ttate r8*
I"at$ons hetvr.een astronomers of dtfferent countrlee wherre
$"nternafri.onal sooperatlon ls necessary or usefulr and ffto
promote the g3g$.- of astronomy ln aI"I lts depantnentcl . fr Assemb}les
have been freTH*mout €very three years exaept fon a hlatus durtng
bhe war.

Sy 31pee when the fJ.rst General Assenbly $as held (ln Rome )
*here w*r'# 3"9 member countries of whlch Canada trag one. Not{
bhere &noe sser ll0. lFhere w*re orlglnally 32 corrunt gslons r now
bhere &re 35, some new ones havtng been added and some old
snss drup:ped. lFlre most spectacular changes , however, haYg =been
i.n *fre number of p*rsonsr tnsolved. In L922 thene were 207
meniber* wf th S3 attendlng the Aesembly; to lndtcate the rate of
growfth bhe eorrespondlng-nrrrrbqrs $ere ln f935, 496 and 317; ln
:"9ti8 , 6.1"1 and aTg-i ln f g04 1630 and 1160. Sky and TeJ.escope
&hls nonth reponts that close to 3000 astronomers are expected
&rs attend the Assembly ln Bntghton. Many thlnk that the f .A.U.
hns beeome too btg to serve Lte purpose, but others potnt out
that other $clentlfi.e Unlons keep on operattng wtth attendances
of  CIvetr  10rCI00.
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fferyc,rnt'o lre.,s heen reasonab ly well represented a.t f . A. U '
Aps€'mbLles " Dr"" fihanfi attended the l9?8 AssembLy ln Leyden,
the 1$ 3A Ar*s r*rn?r Iy l"n CambrJ.dge , Mass . r and the f9 35 Assembly ln
FatrJ,e. 

- 
Sr. $rrank nnd Dr" Helen Hogg attended the 1938 Assembly

$"xr -$to*kli*fr,o 3 attended the L952 Asaembly ln Bome, and a number
*f Les a**endmu:, fth,e 1955 Assenbl.y ln Dub3.ln, the IglA Assembl"y
$"n MCIss{rw * the }"96f Assemb}y ln Benkeley, the 196t1 Assenbly ln
Hnmhurg and hhe L967 Assernbly tn Pnague. Attendlng thls yeante
Srfgh*CIn Ao*ennb}"y &re Drs" MacRBo, Hogg, Ileand, van den Berghn
Fernl"e , fru*der , Anand, Clement , Oanrlsofl r Kronbeng and Seaqutst "

J .  F .  H .

COMI}IGS A}ID GOINOS

Xb lrss been most)"y tl0olngsrt as people have Left for the
3.4*U" ased varlous aesoe3.ated acttvl t les 1n Europe (see Edltor ' la})"
Whsn they heve retunned we w111, chnonicle thelr tnavels "

Sr. *Ia:gg returned fron Dunstable and hag been nunslng her
bs'cken snlrle tn'the hope of betng ab]"e to go to Bnlghtotl. She
f5"na}"I.y Sot elray on Aug. 16 .

Dr, Sor*g l{ube had flve ntghta obsenvlng on hte blnary
pfi'$Srsms and measured {q spectnosrams on a three-observatory
{Hadcl" l . f  fe, n.A"O* I D.D.O} program of oomparlson of resuJ.ts of
FS*B$ radl"a1 ve}oclty detenmtnatlon. It ls lntenestlng to see
&fiat even fon these very broad*llne gtans the t ZAlnn gratlng
xpeetrogrnph seemu to out-perfonm the lorer-dlapergton prlsm
rpe*ftnogrsl$s ,

SEISTINARS

J{rsr

Added ts Dtr. van den Berghf e talk on I'OLd $tellar Popul.at*one
l"n 0alaxlestt on .Iuty ?8n ras a brlef nepont by Dr. Boeden
on soms reeent resultg on the pnobabtllty of screenlng by
galaxieo as a poeslble explanatlon of abrorptlon llnes
J.n 8"  $ "  0.  spectra.

ssprFsBstt

Thomas Brlrnes ttNear Infirared Photometry of
Long-Perlod Varl.able Starsir

ffuesday $epf, " 22'ilonfrdorn D, A. O.
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MCIrrday $ept. AS
F{cLennnn Rfi?

Suesdap $ept''. es
D*S.C,

Dr" Rl"ehard Henry (1,1"4. I9SP), Johns Hopklns
UnS.vermftyr ttX*Ray Astroncntyt'

Dr., ftrenry rrUltra*VLoLet As&ronomytt

CORRESPONDgNCE

Dr, CI.S. Beals, nettred Dominlon Astronomer, has writt*n
&w**e :recently to comment on D.D.D" rs Edltorlal"s. Regardlng
*fie pt**e on Sl"r John Mcl,ennan ln voJ", 3r ilo, 3, he wrote
$"n part I

tsour receat artJ cla oR .r.C. lfgfannan btought bac.k
some of trUf own arperlenses wJ,th IhJm and .r th.{n* gou
prs*ty re" l ,J hJ t  the naJI on tha ha*d.

fffr$ "le "{ t wouJd prsbabl,V }a an olr6r*s tatercat to
seg that Jte nras unpopular rJ th h"ts students r  he leaned
sJ! *ham ptetty hard and the prassure sometJnes bessme
& JJ s* IE d l t f  teuJt  to  endure .  f  reca. l l  Jn  l9?2 that  l te
des"{ded 8o go tn sngland ab*rut t}e mJddla of tf ie sprJngr
s#,an€ster and rsmajn tlere tot the suem€r. For the last
two reeJcs Deforrr hJs departi lre orerycn€ ras & bJ t nerrous
and edgy for fear he mJg?rt not gat off . Tha oldax ones
sarst"doned t l re neerphgtcs lJ*e ngsel f  not to do tng thtng
to roc.k the boa t and 6ause htn to changa D"t s nl.nd, " shen
Jt l* f rE fJnaJJy reaJlaad not onlg thaf,  f te ras gona but
fh* t  he pou ldnr*  be &ac l r  t  the senae o f  re lCef  amounted
*,s ecstasgr tog Ff s unrsf lned abotE the old lab and "t t  was
onJg af*ar a few ree*s that one bceama araro of sonet}t,fng
n"{es"t}rse tlke tFS_ g*s{gg t+ g-.gqg, fo+_p#f,nnp,I$..ffi

Regardtng the pLece on Stdney Olrllng ln vol n 2, no. 6
he wnote r

roo .noae  a t  t ha  nos t  eJ rJ l " { sod  pn rgons  t  *nov r  r J th  &
toue& of gral  uc rDout &Jnr f i# "  cJr lJng .{s r lchly d€*
servJag a t  thc  k tnd o f  ra6$galh lon that  pour  er t lc la
gl .vas. *  "  " f  r rs pert lculer. ly " t rpreescd Dy glosr toushag
of l rupous end chamstctr-r*vca"lJngr dctaI I  f  "  t&e bcaut"t fnJ
glase fIsh of thc P*e.{ t!"e'} t aJJ of' r&Jch rhorcd up
Ifr  "  6JrI  lag cs t l rc crcapt lonal  per loaal l  ty thaf &* . f  I  .

r l lcrtst IIV fea uafuportaat drtrl l l  f lr l lng Jotaad
t lc  D. l .Q.  t t t t t  dns lng t . l .  P l f te . ' I  d l tce to tshtp  (not
. ' *g*  P l r l l l t t t r  r r  r taCtd l "  P l r t r .ps  P ler tc t t ' r  !a -
f,. luon$r .?.a frou bagond trd roarthtag to do rlth Jt.


