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The Or.eat Flre gl Dtay 16, 1951.

It ras El{l-aftemoon of May 15, L95I. Gerny longworth hart
been worklng on the f4-1nch telecoope, rhen Barry Gunn (Seonetany-
IJbrarlan anil nlght asslatant) brorght over a gnoup of school children.
Gerry lrent, for a aatfee and shen thc deuonstratlon raa flnlshed he
retu!'ned to hls rg!k. fhe generatotr had been golng all the whlle, uut
6erry naa now ar&Fe of a craaklLng sound fron beloi and started d6wn the
stalrg to lnve8ttgEts. As soon aB hls head uaB belo$ ceLllng level he
saw flane8 shootlng fron the gutters $h1ch carrled the nl.res-firom the
elEctrleal panele to the condults l6adlng to the obaervlng floor.

At that uonont the doDe-turnlng notor began to rrur and Gerry
ruthed-baok upsta$s-to swltoh off the generatoi before the bnldge-rould hlt
the telesaope. Fc fHpped the togglc iwltah, but nothtng happencd -
the genelator gtlll lan and the atone 6t11I turned. By thle tlme the
llghta began golng out as fuseo began blovlng lrlth nore and nore of the
Blrea, tbelr trrsulatlon burned off,, sagglng and shortlng.

Practloally falllng dolNn the Btalrs, Cerr.y de8hed betrlnd the panels
anal gnopeil through the emoke to the naBte! arttch ln the elrault rhlch
brought the AC supply to the dona. Oncc tlrte nas pulled the generator
stopped and the lnrcdlate danger to the telescope oeaBed to ed.st. But,
fearlng thst the flaneg rould work t,heln ray up through the conduLts to'
dlo fur.the:r darnage on the observlng floor, oerr1r emptled tbe one ftre
ertlngulsber ln the do|Ie onto tbe flareE and then rSced to the adnlnlstratton
bulldlng. llh€lFe he ehouted to Barbara Creeper, the Searetary, to phone
the fl.re departngnt, and h€ and Barry claEhedl back ulth anotheir
extlngulsher eacb. [hcee doused th6 flaneE, but the oboklng snoke of
burned rubber waB Borse than ever. tlhen tlre flrenen oane they entoned
the doile wlth Bnoke naaks, nade gune that the flne was out and opened
the rlndows.

Ithen w€ could sutrvey the danage lt beca$e cl.ear what had happeneal.
irverbeatlng of a hold-dom coll had tgnlted the relatlvely old rubber
ln8ulatlon. As the wlree sa$ged and olbcoed the done-turnlng notor was
energlzed end thc eut-off gsltch for the generato! ras shonted out.

3l3,l il3lii
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fhe nho].e dorne trad to be nenlred, of cour.e, Thls tu&ed orrt
to-be a b-rg lob because, otrengeLy, r:o wlrrng ataeian erleted, rt took
3_!eaE of unlvergity erectrlclans a nonth to-rewlre - thts tlhe wlth
"Flaneseal"I The co8t flas-$3000, and the Lnsuna,noe pollcy dld Rot
goveT flng danrag€ to. electrlcal rtrlng and equlpnent.- Howiver, tbe
comgtock co., whlob had-Just prevlously oonvertbd the obEorvat6ry fnon
?) r'o oo-cyor€, accepted one-thhd rgsponslblll.ty for the faulty-hold-
dc$n ooll, ar dld the $quale D co. flblch had newound ttrlg oJll i.rnaer
contFact, and, for aorne reason, as dld also Ortanlo Hyalro.

It could have been wolrse. No one but 0err.y at that t1re knew
the locatlon of the nagter--srltoh. (Its extenstoir onto ifre oUeervfng floor
was a later precautlon.) ttaO 1t not been be who raa tn thc clome, tb6
telesaope nlglt have been gerlously darnaged. Furtheruorc, had tie filr"eatarted t€n nlnutes earller wtth tle chtldren ln the tlonei there nrght
have been panlo and lnturled.

As $.t was we lost flve weeks observlng.

J .F ,H .

oBsEnivxl{c
,lPr.qvepent I to the Dome

Tr9 9I then,-one deconatlve, onc uaeful. fho larEc alunlnunsastlng of the u. of r. coat-of-a:rua rhlah cerrr has beei burnlehlng an{lpalntlng clurlng the ulnten now graces the south-polnt of the outsld6 aat-$alk and 1oo_ka veny flne. rn the alumlntring ro6n and clear" asrosa to
the negt slde of the done, Donlnton BrldgB u6nknen haw ffited in l_beanrhlah.may be rolled out through a rFecsBa-ln the tltage ueinicn the plerg
when rieeded to_aany the gantry enane for liftlng tnf nrrror. llhLs
repreaes the ord tlme-consunlng and hazardous pract,lce of nountlng and
unrnorntlng the f-beatn extenslon onto tbe cefltirg oi tfre afumfniifig-1oolt .cerry ftgu.r'ee that thle lr@rovenent $tu out th; aorn-itnJ-?or aruirnizing
to one nlght.

Dlal-a-sltt

The^-plunger whlah contror8 the sut tength of the gratlng Bpecgrogreph
has been fttted nlth a lever-aotLon polnter and a soale. 

-Tha 
aEati re

callbtrated ln ter.rns of apectrun wldtl, and lt le poaelble to chooserldthB firom 0.3 to 1.2 um. And, by tf,e ray, ue sLould renenber tbat thesLlt qldlb dlal reads tens of niclone. Tfriri our noroal altt vldth of
?,fg" 9l:. 12A./@l dlsper8lon neane 90 ntlcrons or, in telns of proJsated
Ellt,lelalth on the plate, about 23 nLcrona (the colllnator and caliera
foeal Lengtha bclng 72 and 20 lnchos retpedtlnety).
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COIrlIt{OS AND GOII{GS

' 
Dr. MacRae was ln tfaohlngton on Aprlt 24 oa Unlwlsttlea Space

neaealch Aseoslatlon bugr.nesg.

Dr6. !,leanae, yan den Bergh and oanrlson were ln 0ttera on
Aprll 17 Ln connectlon rlth the Obscryatoryts 2tl-lnch telcsoope
lnetallatlon tn Cbile. (A repor"t on tbe plrogres6 of, ttdc pro;eot ln ou1.
next iasue) 

\
-Pr: lleard ggve a colloquluD at Allcgbe_ny ObaerTatory, Plttsburghf

on AprlL J, on fiSeleatlon of Fatnt Standard Veloclty Stargh.

Dr. Raglne reportr as foJ.lors on hts obBervl.ng acrolon at palo@r
earl,ler thls nonth:

ItI was acheduled 3or four nlgbtt - Aprll 2 to 5. All four rerc
coupletely alear ntghtc $ith falr to eroellent sceirg. Clouda ol€a!'eal thc
ggy I oare and a storn was bulldtng up tho day I left. I nan aray withqg dlreot plates noatly of Vtngo'Balarlcc for a study of, thetr globular
clugtens populatlon, Conet Bennstt ra8 htgh and brtgDt ln the norntng
twtltght and I oould not reElst looklng at lt rlth the rBlg Eyert on uy
last_nortrlng. Fabulous slgbt! Took 2 ehott erpoaurce of it; nor on
dleplay at the Obgetvatony.

Trrag a grrrat run t rl

Dr. Chrla Coutts return€d fron Chlle yestet{ay. She had e yery
good run and got two ertra nlghto et th€ end. ghe reports Loalng g
hours to oloud8 on her trelfth ntght.

sEl{sltRs

APRIL sentnara wele aa announccd grospt that tbere [as 8n addl.tlonal
Countdorrh on Aprll 7 trhen Dr. Ten dEn B,€rgb rported on xA Jet-llke
Struoture aasoalated rlth the Crab Nebular and Barry lladore reported on
the Synposlum on nOlobulea, Da:rk ilebula€.and Protostarun nhtch he attendled
at Tucaon on Mar. 26-27.

I4AI SEIi{INAN

A JotDt oolloqulun has bGeE anrsngsal rttb tb€ Depertrent, of
Pfurslos for l{ay 2t at 4.I0.

,TUNE II{STISUTS

A detalled program fon the June
Coples are i.nE}uded wlth thlg malllng of

fnstttute Ls norrr avallab1e.
the Dolngs.
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PAPENS SUBMITTED Ig EPRII

Check-Ssn Chal, andl S. van den Bergb, rrSuperno?ae !.n a fandon $a@le
of Galaxlegrt.

Barnea, !. and gvans, N. ttUBV Fhotonetry of Nove (tIR) Delphln!. 196?t'.

S. van den Bergh and W.W. Dodd" noptl.aal Observatlon6 of the gupe.r.||1ova
CasBlopela A: I Proper lrtotlons ln the Opttcal BeElantr.

I,ETTERS TO TIIE EDITOR

$3r :

May I respestful.ly potnt out that the announcenent of our
daughterrs bJ,rth (npn 3, #3, tr. {} should have nead:

s0aN t ro Dr. and PIre. Rene Racl.ne
& daughterr J-uljle,

on Ugngfrl at St. Ml"chael r s hospltal,

Surely my belng away at PaloDefi. [u6t have glettly oontrtbutsd
to the entropy lnorea8e of tbls announceuent !

Stnaerqly yourB,

Rene Raolno

Slr:

In an lnteregtlng 1€tten to thls tourral (vol. 2, no. 9, 1969),
Dr..Ilenr'y Klng polnted gut 81tl John lderschelts notlns tie r.ea oolour'-
of 47 Tuo ln 1837. Dtr. runS lrsnarks on thlc belng the earllegt
refe!.enoe to Populatlon II 6tarc of rhlah he la a*a.re. f an happy to
bE able to pueh the record baek another balf-ocnturT.

In hl,E papen rron thc Conciruofion of the flearrcnsr read tg the
Royal" Soslety ln Febnua,ry 1?85, Slr Jobnrs fatber, UlllteD Hergohet
cataLogueE sone aoterorthy nebulac :

ft€ aJDt& Je tlat la tA€ glrdlc ot A'.d'o'leita, thloh la
anAoabteatg CAe na..rcst of all trr. grr4t ar.Dulac,.. t rc brl,ght.tc Datt
ot tt approachcs to t&c rcrolrrD.la a.Duioatxg. .nit bcglns to rlry a falnt
teA cotoat t r'blch t Cuoe eang obtctvatloaa oa thc eo',out a,,ll g,aEnttrrlla
o.f nalut.3, I betl.eve to be tt tniltcaGton t&at ltr dltt,,aec lloae aoc e',cactt
2a0o ttnet th. dtst''ae. of ,grrlrr. rD.ra rq a relg coaxllletabt., btoaa,
pt.ttg trj'at, snatt acDula aaer Ltt ng Slster ittscou.roit lC ,.agast 27.
7?8 j e ttXh a lvortoalaa 2-faet ty€,elrar. f t rDeyr t,|. fito t.tat eoloat
rlti tle grelt one, aail ls. ro Aoabt, ln tla aclghboazhooil of lt.

So far a6 I am aranFe, tht8 ts also the oelltc8t golentlfla
estlnate of the dlatance of U3l.

Tours slnceretrV,

J. D. Fernie
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S1r:

I sould Llko to eupplenent your ercellent €dltortal on Sfir
John Mclennan in the 168ue of, l,l8r"oh 31 sttb the follontng lnfornatt<in;

h regard to the ldentlflsetlon of the aurorel greon llne at
^55?7, tbls $a6 uade by l[alerman and his rtud€nt Gordon Shrun
ln 1.925. A tlcpolt of the dlsaoverT 1l Elven by H.J,C. flcton tn
J.R. l .S.c.  vol .  19,  pp.  289-292, 1925.

A l.lttle blograpucal natsrlal on shrur lr not r-r8a. tlhl,lc
llclennan ceena to haw ablorbcd the Gredlf for the gr,een ltne ldcntlfl,aatton,
Shrun has nanagsd to lead a full^llfe, and has an entbe page ln rt$llor8
liho ln Canadan, p. 692 of the 1969 edltlon. Ho lE ourrantly Chair.nan
of tbe Brltlab Columbla Wfb.o & Por€r luthorlty, and te (or her beenl)
Chancollo", slnon Fraser Onl.velslty. frnrn t938-61 bo t|ar head of th€
Departaent o! P,hyaLca at UBC, artd Dean of the Fsculty of Oraduate
studles, X955-61.

I t'enaln, 0cntlcuan,
Bespectt\rlly yours,

Apltl l, 1g?0. Ealen Sogg

sLr!

I enJoyea rgadtn8 your odltonlal of I'tarch 31 on Str John
cunnfngban Mclcnnsn. It usy lntsrest you to knor that lntr houe-torn
neilspap€r trltlre Stratford B€aoon-Soralaln stlll osoaclonally !€fetr8 to
the explol.ts of the tgrcat solentl,st fron Stratfordr.

As a fofief loy teDperature plryalclst, hosevcr, I DuEt tsle
ercoption to your opclllng nkrgogenloatr; lt !.s aotually rcr?ogenlcsl.

Flnally, X should uentton that the partlal eoltDse of last nontb
ilas also obeenved at Soarbonough College by studentB ln AstronoDy Al and
Bl togcther vtth a stesdy rtrean of d.sitordr Frobably nueberlng 75-100
trl all.

I nemaln, S1r,.
&apeotfirlly youra,

Mar. 3X, 1970. Robert C. Roeder.

The Edltor thanks theBe correrpondents for oorreotlonE and
lnterestLng Eupplenental lnforuatlon. Be haE trled bald to f;lnal
roDe erouae for the t[l,g-epeUl,ng frknyogenlolfi and tho Dost he can do
ls tg guote flon tbs Conctse O:fond: rrkryo: a nanlant sp. of the
preflr etyotr. 

,.F.n.
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Bogrt

8o Dr. and ltk's. Phlltpp f'ronbeag on Aprl.l p a aon, Paul Audfen.

Reslgnatlon

oLorle. Evans ree!.gned hen po8t as a8st stant secretat? on campug
ac of AprJ.L 9.

Retlrenent

After elght yearo of nost yaLuable eo:rvlce aa Llbrarlsn, Mrps.
trehnann le retlrlng at tbe end of thl's sesston. Urs. I€hnann !.as the
fllr8t graduate llbrartran ln the bistory of our l.lbrarg, tbe dutles of
llbrarlan hav5.ng beea ce*led out pnevlouEly by a succoBBlon of,
seoretart es, ana, quite unde"gtandably, the arrengengnt, cataloguea and
:reeordg left nuah to be deslred. |r1henkr to her eff!,olenoy the faultr
have bsen conreoted, and at the es!0e tlse, thanks to her klnilly and
helpful lrayg, the bookg and perlodlcal,e have becone lncreaetngly
acaedslble to us all. tfe ehall nl,eE lren and re thank ber veny nuoh,

Appolntnentg

!drs. SbetLa Snolkln, a lrecent gtraduete of the Ii. of E. r,lbrary
school, hao accep'ted an appolntnent as futrl-tlne ].t brarl,an,
replaelng Urs. Lehoann. She ulLl report for duty ln nid-June.
PoB t-doos--T'n 

Bolton who !.s to reoelve hls Ph.D. fron tbe Unlverelty of
ulchlgan thls surraer h&s acaepted a Post-doctoral FelJ.orehlp here
oomencl.ng tn Septenber. [e rlU work slth Drs. oalrrlgon and Heard.

Ton Barneg bae acaepted a FoEt-dootoral Fellorshlp at the
Urriverrl.ty of Teras. tom hopes to eLnlsh trls thesls before the fAU
aasembly and 60 have htg exam{ natlon la Soptenber and then report to
Texag.

HanB Fast, rtro rlll recelve hls Ph.D. 1n the Department of Pbyslos
1n June, has accepted a logt-dlootoral Fellowehlp at U.B.C. He w111 work
thene rlth Dar. Ovenden otr the Speotra of ltlolecules ln.cool stara and
expeqts to obtaln htt obscryatlonal uaterlal at the D.A.O.

Talks

D!r. liaeRae apoke. on Aprll 14 to the U.C. AluDnl on rrI.he Moon[ Ln
the R.O.!I. teature ftleatne.

Dr. Raclne Bpoke on Apntl 24 to the Toronto Centrie of the R.A.s.g.
' Dr. Ecartl apoke on n|f,bc Etqtory of Nael.gatlonI to the Ntagara FaUs

Centre of thc R.A.g.C. on Aprll 15.
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dlnner

Dr. Eogg ente?talnsd the Paot-Prcrldent ot the Boyal Canadlan
Xnstltute anit thelr wivee at dlilrer st the Untv€rslty Yousnta glub on
Aprll 25 Juet before tbe Annual Conwrgatetone. Of ths 18 l,lvlng
Paet-Pnestdenta, 16, lncludlag Dn. llogg, nere present.

Lget_

Umula Deuebury hag lopt a stGrltn8 sllve! bracelst rlth an
lnearlptton on the Lntlde. She bell€veg she 1o8t lt elthen Aprll 14 on
21 whlle prepa:clng tea ln the kltchsn - ln any event ln the ObservatorT
gonerhere. She w111 greatly appreclate everT/one keeplng an cye out for
l.t.

Elected

Dr. He8rd ras elsstcd vloe-Plestdsnt of, the Board of, Oowrnors
of the lork Reglonal Sobool of, llulalng at t'he annual Esettng of the
school on AprU 23.


